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Long before the manger in Bethlehem, the prophet Isaiah pointed God’s 

people to the promise of a Savior. In Isaiah 9:6 (NIV) we read: “For to us a 

child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace.” 
 

Even before Jesus’ birth, his names revealed who he is and what he would 

bring. Each title carries a promise that still impacts our lives today. 
 

• Wonderful Counselor. Jesus brings wisdom and guidance for every 

situation. In moments of confusion, we can lean on him to direct our steps 

with love and truth. 
 

• Mighty God. He is strong enough to carry our burdens and powerful 

enough to overcome sin, fear and death itself. 
 
 

• Everlasting Father. Jesus reflects the heart of God the Father, 

offering care that is constant and unchanging. His love doesn’t fade with 

time or circumstance. 
 

 

• Prince of Peace. In a world filled with turmoil, Jesus offers a peace that 

goes deeper than circumstances, a peace that guards our hearts and 

minds. 
 

At Christmas, we celebrate more than a baby’s birth. We celebrate the 

fulfillment of God’s promise, a Savior with many names. Each one reminds us 

of his eternal love and presence. This season, let his names bring you comfort, 

strength and peace. 

 

                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

His Many Names, Our Great Hope

* Courtesy of: ChurchArt.com * 
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Board of Stewardship and Finance:  
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

The Council met on Tuesday, November 17th at 7 pm. All chairs were present 

except for Recording Secretary, Kara Garcia. 

- The meeting began with Frank sharing Devotion and Prayer. 

- The September minutes were read ,discussed and approved. 

- School Board Report is on the bulletin board in the breezeway as usual and 

the Finance Report is found on other pages in this Newsletter. 

- Dave (Elder) reported , Pastor Hartner will be preaching all December, including 

Christmas Eve, December 24th we will have a Candlelight service at 7pm. 

Letters will be sent out to the Congregation asking for donations for the staff 

Christmas gift.  

- Frank (Parish Education) reported pausing the study on Numbers during Advent, 

as he explores “Our Dear Christ Enters In” That will last until Christmas.  
 

Thanks to Danny Garcia  and Chris Schur for replacing lights around our campus. 
 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

▪ Donations to Jamaica were discussed. The Council voted to send $1000 to  

Food for The Poor. Also discussed was a donation to Nord Est Haiti Lutheran 

Mission (nehlm.org).  This is an orphanage in Haiti that we and some of the 

congregation has supported in the past. Rev. Daniel Paul has visited us many 

times. Hurricane Melissa devastated their crops. They also want to construct 

a worship facility to accommodate the people being served. Council 

agreed to send them $500.  
 

▪ We have set a date of January 25th for our Semi-annual congregational 

meeting. Please mark your calendars now. This will take place after the 

service. 

We will have no meeting in December. The next meeting will be January 20th, 2026 

 

I pray that you and your families have a Blessed Holiday Season.  

 

May God Bless Concordia Church and School. 
 

Respectfully, 
 

Karen Riege, President 
 

 

 
 

http://www.nehlm.org/
http://www.nehlm.org/
http://www.nehlm.org/
http://www.nehlm.org/
http://www.nehlm.org/
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It’s hard to believe that in the blink of an eye November has come and gone!  

The children spent the month learning all about Farm Animals and the first 

Thanksgiving.   

 

Our Angel Share Thanksgiving drive was a true success!  Concordia Lutheran 

Church and School were able to raise enough money to feed 40 families. This 

does not include funds raised alongside Westminster Christian School, which also 

raised funds for Angel Share.  I would like to personally thank Aimee Artiles for all 

her help putting this together for the past 17 years, and everyone that 

contributed.  

 

Our families truly enjoyed celebrating Thanksgiving, and what a feast!  It was a 

great group collaboration between the School, the PTA and parents who brought 

delicious food.  The atmosphere was cheerful, and the parents were so thankful 

for this wonderful time together.   

 

This Christmas season, Erika Davila and the Concordia Church and School family, 

will once again be helping to bring cheer to South Florida families in need at 

Gateway K-8 School in Homestead.  We would like your family to become angels 

and help make their Christmas special.  Please pick up an ornament, with a from 

the tree in the Narthex, to provide the desired gift.  Bring the unwrapped gift, 

(approximately $15) with the ornament attached before December 14th.  Erika, 

and her volunteers, will wrap and distribute them. We thank you in advance for 

your support and contribution to this important 

project. 
 

God’s blessings to all, 
 

Jennifer Lauture,  

Director 

lauture@concordiaschool.net  

   www.concordiaschool.net 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 December 11:  3- & 4-year-olds’ Christmas Show at 6:30 p.m.  

 December 12:  10 a.m.  Family Chapel and Blessing with Pastor Hartner 

 December 17:  1- & 2-year-olds’ Christmas Show at 9:30 a.m.   

 December 19: Last day of school.  Classes resume Jan. 5, 2026. 
 

                  We hope everyone has a wonderful Christmas! 

mailto:lauture@concordiaschool.net
http://www.concordiaschool.net/
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Advent Bible Study 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

his Advent season, Frank Pais is leading a new Bible study called “Our Dear 

Christ Enters In”. You are welcome to join us as we focus on preparing our 

homes and our hearts for the coming of Jesus, who enters in to be with us.  
 

Study and discussion questions, prayers and reflections highlight aspects of home 

life related to the story of Christ Jesus. 
 

Sundays during Advent at 11 am in the conference room. See you there! 
 
 
 

 

                                                            

 

  
 

 

 

Below is an update of our last meeting and upcoming activities:  
 

 The school children’s Christmas gifts are ready to be distributed.  
 

 All the ladies of Concordia are invited to join us for  Christmas luncheon at 

Long Horn Steak House (The Falls), on Saturday,  December 13th at 11:30 am. 

Please sign-up in the Narthex if you plan to attend and bring a gift ($20 -$25) 

for a gift exchange. Questions? please contact Karen 786-853-3418. We hope 

you join us, ladies. Don’t miss all the fun! 
 

 

 
 
 

 Keep tabs on the weekly bulletins, for the announcement of our next meeting. 

              Concordia’s Lutheran Women in Mission 
 

LWML motto is:  Serve the Lord with Gladness ~ Psalm 100:2 
    

        

 
   
 

     We Wish You a Merry Christmas and Blessed New Year! 
 
 

T 

ANGELS IN MISSION NEWS 
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The big red bus will be here at Concordia on Sunday, Dec. 14th,  

from 9:30 am to 12:00 pm. 
 

All donors will receive a OneBlood sweatshirt and a $20 eGift card, plus a 

wellness checkup including blood pressure, temperature, iron count, pulse, and 

cholesterol screening.  
 

You can make an appointment online at www.oneblooddonor.org  

and use sponsor code #2607.   
 

* ID REQUIRED *  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Once again, the Concordia Church and School family will be helping to bring cheer 

to South Florida pre-K students in need at Gateway K-8 School in Homestead. The 

families of these students are financially challenged and many of the children have 

special needs. We would like your family to become angels and help make 

Christmas special for these children.  We will be collecting toys for boys and girls 

ages 3-6 years-old, until December 14th. 

 

This is a wonderful way to share with others in need this Christmas. We thank you in 

advance for your support and contribution to this important project. If you have any 

questions, please see Mrs. Lauture, or call Erika Dittmar (305) 710-4721.   

 

God bless you and yours this Christmas!  
 

 
 

ONE PRICELESS GIFT.  THE GIFT OF LIFE. 

http://www.oneblooddonor.org/


December 2025 ~ The Concordia Cornerstone                                   [9]                                                        www.concordiakendall.org 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For those who take part, it can be a labor of love that prepares hearts and builds 

anticipation for the Advent season and birth of Christ. 

Every aspect of the Chrismon has significance, from the symbols on the ornaments to 

the colors they draw on. Chrismons are typically in all white and gold. The white 

symbolizes the perfection and purity of the Lord, while gold points to His nobility and 

glory. The tree’s white lights are a reminder to believers that He is the Light of the world, 

and the evergreen symbolizes our own eternal life, a gift of Christ’s sacrifice for us.  

Chrismon ornaments are meant to serve as reminders of God’s gift of Jesus Christ, 

which mean all the ornaments used on the tree hold special significance. 

Materials can be as humble as Styrofoam, paper, or bleached wood though beads, 

white glass ornaments with gold symbols, and cross-stitched pieces are all popular 

choices.  

Please take time to read the explanation of our Chrismons. There is a printed list that is 

placed on the table in the Narthex, please take one home. The ladies of Concordia 

have made our beautiful white and gold Chrismon Ornaments by hand several years 

ago.  

Blessings this Christmas and always, 

 

Your Altar Guild 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chrismons 
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Greetings in the Name of the Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 

Hurricane Melissa left the Caribbean, leaving many people in challenging situations. 

Haiti was on the outskirts of Melissa, yet the huge amount of rain has caused issues 

throughout the country.  For La Maison des Agneaux de Dieu Orphelinat (MADO-The 

House of the Lambs of God Orphanage), Rev. Paul reports, "We received a lot of rain, 

flooding is everywhere--in Ouanaminthe and in the gardens. We had gardens that 

were getting harvested, but now they are underwater.  We are losing some of the 

crops due to the flooding." 
 

Amidst the ongoing challenges, the proclamation of God's Word, education of the 

youth, and daily provision of needs continue through MADO. Nord Est Haiti Lutheran 

Mission has the desire to help construct a worship facility that can accommodate the 

people that are being served. Presently, the worship facility is within the walls of the girls' 

home (which is awkward to invite the public into the girls' living space). This facility only 

seats about 100 people, and there are often people standing outside. Land is already 

purchased next to the school (an area where it would be more comfortable to invite 

the public). There is a wall around all this land. It would be advantageous for this to be 

a large facility that could host gatherings for the whole Evangelical Lutheran Church of 

Haiti (ELCH-altar and pulpit fellowship with the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod) since 

Ouanaminthe deals with less political turmoil than other areas of Haiti. Also, it is near the 

border of the Dominican Republic where there is a growing Lutheran presence. A 

worship area next to the school would be used regularly by this gathering and other 

gatherings of students as well. We pray God's will to be done as a desire for a worship 

center is laid before Him. 
 

I asked Rev. Paul about the Haitian soccer team that qualified for the World Cup in 

2026.  He responded, "Yes, they have been working very hard and will be going to the 

World Cup next year.  This is the first time that a Haiti team has qualified since 1974. This 

is some unity and excitement for our country."  
 

Thank you for your ongoing concern and involvement with these dear Christians in Haiti. 
 

God's peace,  

Rev. Samuel Wiseman 

NEHLM Pastoral Adviser 

www.nehlm.org 
 

 
 

Orphanage Update...

http://www.nehlm.org/
http://www.nehlm.org/
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PLEASE NOTE THAT ON OCCASION THE READINGS MAY CHANGE. 
REFER TO THE WEEKLY BULLETINS FOR CORRECT LESSONS. 

 

DECEMBER 07, 2025 

 

2ND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

ISAIAH 11:1-10 

ROMANS 15:4-13 

MATTHEW 3:1-12 

DECEMBER 14, 2025 

 

3RD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

ISAIAH 35:1-10 

JAMES 5:7-11 

MATTHEW 11:2-15 

DECEMBER 21, 2025 

 

4TH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

ISAIAH 7:10-17 

ROMANS 1:1-7 

MATTHEW 1:18-25 

DECEMBER 24, 2025 

 

 EVENING CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 

ISAIAH 7:10-14 

1 JOHN 4:7-16 

MATTHEW 1:18-25 

DECEMBER 28, 2025 

 

THE HOLY INNOCENTS 

JEREMIAH 31:15-17 

REVELATION 14:1-4 

MATTHEW 2:13-18 

Dates to remember this month: 
 

• Dec. 06: Church Christmas Decorating @ 10 am 

• Dec. 12: School’s Chapel & Blessing @ 10 am 

• Dec. 14: Blood Drive 9:30 am - 12:00 pm 

• Dec. 14: Giving Tree Toys Deadline 

• Dec. 19: Newsletter Articles Due 

• Dec. 20: Last day of School (closed until Jan.06.25) 

• Dec. 24: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service @ 7 pm 

• Dec. 28: First Sunday after Christmas @ 9:30 am 

 

This shrub, native to Mexico, is at the heart of 

legend about a poor girl who wanted to bring 

Baby Jesus a gift one Christmas Eve. As she 

walked to church, she gathered a bouquet of 

weeds — which Jesus miraculously transformed 

into lovely red flowers. 

Pastor Tim & Laurie Hartner * Dec. 27 * 44 Yrs. 

 

 

 

Marlys Yu   12/1 

Viveke Glaeser   12/2 

Luke Dávila   12/4 

Fernanda Sisson  12/4 

Paul Streb   12/13 

Tony Arias   12/28 

David Patterson  12/29 

 

Thus, the poinsettia (named for Joel Poinsett, the U.S. 

ambassador to Mexico who first brought the plant to 

America) is known in Mexico as la flor de la Nochebuena 

(flower of the Holy Night). The poinsettia is also an ideal 

Christmas symbol because its leaves turn red when 

deprived of sunlight and its flowers (the red inner buds) 

bloom in December. 

* Courtesy of: ChurchArt.com * 
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